
Why Covid-19 Death Rates Differ Across Countries 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been one of the most difficult challenges of our lifetime. One of the key 

questions we have yet to answer is why some countries have had lower death rates than others. To 

better understand this phenomenon, let's look at an analysis of the governments and policies that may 

have contributed to the success or failure of different nations' responses to this virus. When comparing 

death rates among nations, it is important to take into account population size, age demographics, 

available healthcare resources, and other factors that may influence mortality rate.  

 

Different governments around the world have handled Covid-19 in a variety of ways. Some, such as 

China, adopted stringent measures early on that included quarantining entire cities and restricting travel 

for millions of people. Other countries, such as Sweden, took a more hands-off approach, opting to rely 

on citizens' sense of personal responsibility rather than imposing restrictions from above.  

 

The effectiveness of these approaches can be seen in the data. According to World meter, as of April 

2021 China had reported 4,634 deaths due to Covid-19 while Sweden had reported 13,817 deaths—

nearly three times as many per capita despite having taken much less drastic measures. This suggests 

that proactively taking action and responding quickly can make a difference in reducing death rates due 

to Covid-19.  

 

Another factor that has played a role in determining different countries' success with managing Covid-19 

is their ability (or inability) to test for it effectively and trace contacts quickly when a positive case is 

identified. Testing helps identify positive cases early so they can be isolated before they spread further 

within a community; contact tracing helps identify who else has been exposed so they can also be tested 

or quarantined if necessary.  Countries like South Korea that invested heavily in testing and contact 

tracing from the beginning were able to control the spread more effectively than those who did not do 

so—resulting in fewer deaths overall from Covid-19.  

 

The data clearly shows that effective government response plays an important role in determining how 

successful any given country is at managing its Covid-19 death rate. Proactive measures such as 

quarantines imposed early on combined with efficient testing and contact tracing are key components 

for successful management of this virus—and ultimately saving lives. Ultimately, it comes down to each 

individual country's willingness and ability to take decisive action against this virus in order to reduce its 

impact on society as a whole. 


