
Persuasive Essay About COVID-19 

The Impact of Covid-19 on Communities of Color 

 

The novel coronavirus, Covid-19, has had a devastating impact on communities of color around the 

globe. With the virus disproportionately affecting people of color, it is important to understand why this 

is happening and what can be done to mitigate its effects. In this essay, we will explore how Covid-19 

has impacted communities of color and the role that race plays in determining outcomes for those 

affected by the virus.  

 

It is well established that there are many factors which contribute to health outcomes. These factors, 

known as social determinants of health (SDOH) include things like access to medical care, housing, 

education, income level and employment opportunities. For many people in communities of color these 

SDOH are already compromised due to systemic racism and inequality; leaving them more vulnerable to 

the effects of Covid-19.  

 

For example, people living in poverty are at greater risk for contracting Covid-19 because they often lack 

access to quality healthcare or preventive measures such as washing hands or social distancing. 

Additionally, people in poverty may be unable to take time off work if they become ill due to financial 

insecurity; meaning they are more likely to spread the virus as opposed to seeking treatment and 

recuperation at home.  

 

It is also important to consider how race plays into health outcomes related to Covid-19. Studies have 

shown that African Americans account for nearly 20% of all deaths from Covid-19 despite only making 

up 13% of the population in the US; suggesting that there is a racial disparity when it comes to mortality 

rates from the virus. This racial disparity can be attributed largely to existing inequalities and disparities 

which exist within our society such as access to healthcare, income level and employment opportunities; 

all of which have been mentioned previously as SDOH impacting health outcomes from Covid-19.  

  

In conclusion, it is clear that Covid-19 has had an outsized impact on communities of color across the 

world due largely in part to existing inequalities and disparities within our society related to things like 

access healthcare or income levels etc… It is therefore paramount that we strive towards equalizing 

these disparities so that everyone can benefit equally from advances in healthcare technology or other 

resources which could help reduce mortality rates from diseases such as Covid-19. Only then will we 

truly have an equitable society which works towards protecting all its citizens regardless of their race or 

ethnicity. 


