
Argumentative Essay About Death Penalty 

 

The death penalty is one of the most controversial topics in modern society. It has been a part 

of justice systems all over the world for centuries, but recently it has become more and more 

hotly debated. Some people feel that the death penalty is an effective deterrent for crime and 

should be used as a punishment, while others argue that it violates human rights and should be 

abolished.  

Body Paragraphs: 

One argument often made by proponents of the death penalty is that it serves as a deterrent to 

potential criminals, thereby helping to reduce crime rates. Proponents of this view point out 

that when someone knows they could face execution if convicted of a serious offense, they are 

less likely to commit such crimes in the first place. However, critics argue that there is no real 

evidence to support this claim and that the death penalty actually has no effect on the crime 

rate.  

Others who are opposed to the death penalty cite moral objections, arguing that it is wrong for 

a government to take a human life. They believe capital punishment violates a person’s right to 

live and should not be used as a form of retribution. Critics of this view point out that many 

victims’ families feel closure after seeing justice served through an execution, and that the 

death penalty can serve as a powerful symbol of justice in certain cases.  

A third argument often made by opponents of the death penalty is its cost. Supporters note 

that having someone sit on death row for years before their sentence is carried out is 

expensive, and that this money could be better spent on other areas of the criminal justice 

system. Opponents, however, argue that the cost of executing someone is often comparable to 

the cost of housing and caring for that person during their lifetime in prison.  

The death penalty has been a source of controversy for centuries, and it is likely to remain so 

for many more years to come. Each side has valid points, and ultimately there may never be a 

definitive answer as to whether or not it should be used as a form of punishment. What is 

certain, however, is that any decision made about capital punishment must take into account 

all aspects of the debate—including moral issues, deterrence effects, public opinion, costs, and 

more—when deciding what course of action is best.  

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the death penalty is a highly controversial issue that splits opinion among many 

people. Although some may be in favor of capital punishment, there are still many who believe 

that it goes against human rights and should be abolished. The argument for abolishing the 

death penalty mainly rests on the evidence suggesting that it does not deter crime any more 

effectively than other forms of punishment, as well as its potential for wrongful convictions 



leading to innocent lives being taken. It is also argued that it is an inhumane form of 

punishment and contrary to a civil society’s values. In addition to this, there are economic 

factors which suggest that it costs more to sentence someone to death than life imprisonment 

without parole. Ultimately, both sides have valid arguments which call for careful consideration 

before any decision is made. 


