
Argumentative essay about Death Penalty Should be Abolished 
 

The death penalty has been a controversial issue for many years, and continues to be an area of debate 

for both legal experts and everyday citizens. Some argue that it is a necessary measure to punish 

criminals and protect society. Others believe that it is a cruel and unnecessary punishment that should 

be abolished. Let’s take a look at both sides of the debate in order to make an informed decision on this 

important issue.  

The first argument against the death penalty is that it is cruel and unusual punishment. Supporters of 

abolishment point out that the death penalty violates human rights as outlined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, which states “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment” (Article 5). Furthermore, they argue that capital punishment goes 

against our moral values because it creates an environment where taking a life is seen as acceptable.  

Additionally, supporters of abolishment point out that there have been numerous cases in which 

innocent people have been put to death due to mistakes made by prosecutors or police officers. These 

cases suggest that our justice system is not perfect and may not always provide adequate protection for 

those who are wrongfully convicted. By abolishing the death penalty, we can eliminate any possibility of 

these tragic mistakes from happening again.  

On the other hand, proponents of keeping the death penalty argue that it serves as an effective 

deterrent for crime and provides closure for victims' families. They also point out that in some cases, 

such as murder or rape, retribution may be necessary in order to ensure justice is served and to provide 

closure for victims' families. Additionally, they argue that capital punishment allows us to protect society 

from dangerous criminals who would otherwise continue committing heinous acts if they were not 

executed.   

Ultimately, this debate boils down to two fundamental questions: Is capital punishment an effective 

deterrent? And is it morally acceptable? Ultimately, each person will have their own opinion on this 

matter; however, by weighing both sides of the argument carefully we can come closer to finding a just 

solution on this difficult topic. In conclusion, we should remember that even though capital punishment 

may seem like a logical solution when dealing with certain serious offenses, ultimately there are still 

questions about its efficacy and morality which must be weighed carefully before making any decisions 

about its use going forward. 

 


