
Argumentative Essay About Death Penalty with Introduction Body Conclusion 

 

Introduction:  

The death penalty has been a controversial issue throughout history, and continues to be 

debated today. It is an issue that evokes strong emotions on both sides of the debate, making it 

difficult to find consensus. Supporters of the death penalty argue that it is a deterrent for crime 

and can serve as justice for victims’ families, while opponents believe that it is an inhumane 

punishment which does not have any positive effect on society. This essay will discuss both 

sides of the argument, with an aim to ultimately reach a conclusion about whether or not 

capital punishment should be abolished. 

Body Paragraphs:  

Those who support the death penalty often cite deterrence as their primary reason for doing 

so. They argue that by removing perpetrators from society, they are able to protect other 

potential victims who may be in danger from similar crimes. In addition, supporters of the 

death penalty argue that it serves as a form of justice for victims’ families, as it prevents 

criminals from ever being released back into society and potentially committing further 

offences. It is also considered to be an effective deterrent for crime — which suggests that if 

criminals know that their actions will result in execution, then it may discourage them from 

committing whatever action the law deems punishable by death. 

On the other hand, those who oppose capital punishment often cite its inhumanity as their 

primary reason for doing so. They argue that no matter what a criminal has done or what kind 

of suffering they have caused to others, no one should ever be sentenced to death. In fact, 

some opponents hold the belief that the death penalty is a form of cruel and unusual 

punishment, which violates the Eighth Amendment of the US Constitution. They also argue that 

it does not deter crime — in fact, rates of murder have been shown to increase after executions 

are carried out. 

Conclusion:  

Both sides of the argument have strong points which must be considered when determining 

whether or not capital punishment should be abolished. On one hand, proponents believe it 

acts as a deterrent for crime and serves as justice for victims’ families; however, opponents 

believe its inhumanity invalidates any potential benefits it may offer society. Ultimately, this 

decision will ultimately come down to personal opinion — but no matter what side of the 

argument one stands on, it is important to remain open-minded and consider all perspectives 

when debating the death penalty. It is clear that this is a complex issue which will require 

further exploration and debate in order to come to a satisfactory conclusion.  

 


