
Why the Death Penalty Should Not Be Banned 
 

The death penalty has been a source of controversy for many years. Opponents of capital punishment 

argue that it is cruel and unusual punishment, while proponents believe that it serves as an effective 

deterrent to crime. This essay will explore why the death penalty should not be banned and should 

remain a viable option for punishing those who commit the most heinous of crimes.  

One argument in favor of keeping the death penalty is that it provides retribution for victims and their 

families. In many cases, the victims’ families are left with no closure or sense of justice when criminals 

receive life sentences without parole instead of the death penalty. The death penalty offers a sense of 

finality, allowing them to fully grieve and heal from their losses. Furthermore, victims’ families can feel 

like they are being heard and respected when justice is served in this way.  

Another argument in favor of keeping the death penalty is its effect as a deterrent against criminal 

activity. Studies have shown that states with capital punishment have lower crime rates than those 

without it, suggesting that people are more likely to think twice before committing crimes if they know 

there's a chance they could face execution as punishment. Furthermore, the threat of execution is 

particularly effective at deterring people from committing premeditated murder or other violent crimes 

since they know they could pay with their lives if caught.  

Finally, another often overlooked argument in favor of keeping the death penalty is its cost effectiveness 

compared to life imprisonment without parole. While life imprisonment requires taxpayers to finance an 

inmate's room and board indefinitely, executing someone costs much less over time—especially when 

you consider potential legal fees associated with long-term incarceration or appeals processes that 

might prolong an inmate’s sentence even further.                    

In conclusion, there are several persuasive arguments for why the death penalty should not be banned 

and should remain an available option for punishing criminals who commit serious offenses such as 

murder or rape. Not only does it provide retribution for victim's families but also serves as an effective 

deterrent against crime due to its severity while being more cost effective than life imprisonment 

without parole in some cases. Therefore, it is clear why capital punishment remains one of society's last 

resort options despite ongoing debate amongst citizens and lawmakers alike regarding its morality and 

efficacy. 


