
Against Gun Control - Example 

 

Crime, violence, and smoking barrels: why stricter gun laws cannot reduce crime levels? 

The talks on stricter gun control have been going on for the last few decades. More and more politicians 

put the blame for high crime levels on the Second Amendment. But is it true that current gun legislation 

contributes to criminals getting firearms legally, and therefore, committing more crimes? According to 

the Bureau of Justice Statistics, only 10.1% of prisoners purchased their guns at a legal retail source. 

Therefore, stricter gun laws will not resolve the problem of crime. 

 

The first reason why gun law does not affect crime rates is that criminals do not obey laws. Most of the 

time, they prefer refraining from purchasing guns legally since they have plenty of sources to get 

firearms from, e.g. buying from illegal dealers, renting or borrowing from friends or family, receiving a 

firearm as a present, stealing one from a store, a victim, or a crime scene, etc. (Alper, Mariel, and Lauren 

Glaze), and neither of these distribution channels can be regulated by gun legislation. 

 

Another reason for the crime rates increase is the ineffectiveness of background checks. For example, a 

person who plans to commit a crime but has no previous history of law-violating conduct will not be 

scared of background checks if they decide to buy a gun legally. The same is true for an individual who 

has been suffering from mental illness but never received treatment: the background check does not 

identify that they should not be allowed to obtain a gun. Finally, a drug user can lie while filling out the 

form for a background check and claim that they do not do drugs. The background check is not effective 

in all mentioned cases and it is not surprising: the study conducted in 1981-2000 in California confirmed 

that state homicide rates were not affected by personal data checks of the gun owners (Castillo-

Carniglia, Alvaro, et al). 

 

Last, but not least is that stricter gun laws will reduce the number of law-abiding citizens who are 

seeking to obtain a firearm. Such a perspective is not desirable in terms of reducing crime rates since the 

criminals are afraid of people who own guns. The study conducted on 2000 prison inmates 

demonstrated that they were scared of their armed victims even more than the police (Wright, James 

D., and Peter H. Rossi). Also, the armament of law-abiding citizens contributes to reducing crime rates in 

a long-term perspective. This was proven by several studies and statistical data: the crime levels 

decreased over 50% since 1991 (Cook, Philip J., and Jens Ludwig), while the number of gun owners 

doubled during this period according to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 2019 

report. 

 

Thus, we can conclude that imposing stricter gun laws will not reduce crime levels. Criminals continue to 

obtain guns from illegal sources as they have been doing before, and the current background check 

mechanism fails to identify all potential criminals and their intentions. Besides this, stricter gun control 



will worsen the crime situation since it will affect only law-abiding citizens. Therefore, to lower crime 

rates, the federal and state governments need to consider the relaxation of gun law. 
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