
Is it important to have a college degree to succeed in life?  

 

The debate over whether a college degree is necessary for success in life has been ongoing for 

many years. On one hand, some people argue that higher education is essential to achieving 

individual and professional goals in life. On the other, there are those who suggest that having a 

degree isn’t necessarily indicative of how successful an individual may be or what they can 

accomplish without one. Ultimately, while having a college degree doesn’t guarantee success, it 

does provide individuals with ample opportunities and advantages to help them reach their goals.  

 

A college degree provides access to better employment opportunities than someone without one 

would otherwise have. Studies show that the unemployment rate among college graduates is 

significantly lower than those without.  

 

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, people with a bachelor’s degree have 

an unemployment rate of 2.1%, compared to the 3.7% rate among those without a college 

education.  

 

Furthermore, college graduates can often command higher wages than their non-degree 

counterparts; according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, individuals with a bachelor’s degree 

earn about $46,000 more annually than those without. Additionally, even in tight job markets 

during economic downturns, college graduates tend to fare better and remain employed for 

longer periods of time than their peers without degrees. 

 

Having a degree also offers access to social and professional networks that would otherwise be 

inaccessible to individuals who don’t have one. Colleges tend to provide students with 

opportunities to make connections both inside and outside the school. These connections can be 

integral in finding job opportunities or even starting a business. Graduates also tend to have 

better training for specific occupations and industries than people without degrees, giving them 

an advantage when it comes to employment prospects. 

 

The level of education achieved speaks well of an individual’s commitment and dedication to 

their chosen career path as well. Employers are often more likely to hire those with college 

degrees, especially if they possess other qualifications such as work experience or professional 

certifications, because it shows that the person is reliable and has invested a significant amount 



of time and effort into their development. Having a degree is not only a sign of intelligence but 

also proof that someone is self-motivated and willing to put in the work needed to succeed. 

 

Having a college degree is not an absolute prerequisite for success, nor does it guarantee it, but 

in the modern world, having one can be incredibly beneficial and provide individuals with more 

opportunities. Achieving a higher education opens doors that would otherwise be closed off and 

gives individuals more control over their future. In short, having a college degree may increase 

the chances of personal and professional success. 

 

In conclusion, the choice to pursue higher education should not be taken lightly, however, doing 

so can lead to many advantages for those who are willing to take the necessary steps. While a 

college degree does not guarantee success in life, it can increase one’s prospects and provide 

access to more opportunities that would otherwise be unavailable without one. A college degree 

is an important factor for personal and professional advancement and growth; thus, having one 

should be considered when trying to achieve success in life. 


